
American Society for Public Administration 

Central Illinois Chapter 

Minutes of Meeting-  
October 20, 2015 

I. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at approximately 12:00 pm. 

II. Attendance 

Council Members: Bland, Case, Gibson, George, Goulet, Kirzinger, Lamar, Sarver, Sims, and Torres-
Gonzalez were in attendance.  

Guests: Chair, UIS Public Administration program, Dr. Bob Blankenberger 

III. Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting. 

Sarver called for a motion to approve the minutes of the September 22nd, 2015 regular meeting. 
Kirzinger motioned to approve the minutes of the last meeting and Gibson seconded. Sarver asked for 
discussion on the motion. There being none, Sarver called for a vote and the motion carried 
unanimously.  

IV. Reports of Officers and Announcements 

a. President’s Report: Sarver 

i. October Networking Event - Sarver discussed the October Networking event and noted that he 
and Mackey were at the event earlier in the evening but left before other members arrived. 
Kirzinger mentioned that she and Case attended later in the evening and connected with some 
of the students. 

ii. Fundraising – AG filings – Sarver stated that he thought the Chapter should avoid fundraising 
in view of the small size of the Chapter and the cumbersome requirements required by the 
Attorney General. Sarver stated he would be willing to look into fundraising more but this would 
require some time. Goulet asked whether ASPA has raised funds before to which George stated 
that the Chapter has never registered as a nonprofit. The reason to register would be to shield 
ourselves from potential IRS issues.  

b. Treasurer’s Report: George 

i. Financial Report - George stated that the balance stands at $736 dollars. She asked whether 
the Chapter was in favor of filing through ASPA National instead of individually. George 
motioned to file with ASPA National and Lamar seconded. Sarver asked for discussion on the 
motion. There being none, Sarver called for a vote and motion carried unanimously.   

 c. Comments from Other Officers 

i. ASPA Website - Case commented on the ASPA website, mentioning that the site does not 
display well on mobile. He suggested that the Chapter should consider using WordPress, a 
content management system, which would allow the Chapter to improve its web presence. 
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Kirzinger mentioned that WordPress is currently used by the Survey Research Office for a 
number of projects. Kirzinger mentioned that a decision that needs to be made is whether 
“WordPress” is in the URL. One issue which was raised was who will maintain the site. Case 
offered that he would maintain the website. Sarver called for a motion to transfer the website 
to WordPress. Sims moved to approve the motion and Case seconded. Sarver asked for 
discussion. There being none, Sarver asked called a vote and the motion carried unanimously. 

ii. November 19th residential simulation lab kick-off – Goulet mentioned that the CAST kick-off 
fundraiser for the UIS residential simulation lab will occur on November 19th at the Firefighters 
Lake Club. She invited ASPA members to attend the event. She noted that there is no cost to 
attend but that donations would be welcomed. These donations will be used to pay for the 
services which the University cannot provide. She invited Chapter members to watch for more 
information on Facebook.  

iii. Comments from PASA Representatives – Torres-Gonzalez mentioned that PASA is working on 
fundraisers currently. George mentioned that PASA will be doing a food drive from November 
16th – November 19th. PASA will then donate the food to the Central Illinois Foodbank.  

Sarver asked about student interest in Central Illinois ASPA. Bland suggested that putting panels 
on may help to get the name out to students. He said that he is speaking with faculty about 
these ideas. Bland suggested that we should target specific areas such as budgeting and HR. 
Goulet stated that, because people who come to public administration come from so many 
different backgrounds, this creates a difficulty in terms of coming up with a specific code of 
ethics. She said that the Chapter should consider looking at the potential ethical challenges they 
will face in their career and that a workshop could be centered on this.  

e. Other Announcements  
 There being no announcements, Sarver moved on to old business.  

V. Old Business  

a. Meeting with UIS Public Administration Department Chair - Goulet mentioned that it would 
be good to meet with alums as much as possible. She mentioned that Will Miller began to take 
graduation information from graduating students. Sarver asked Dr. Blankenberger what he 
thought would beneficial for students and what might be done to better engage students. 
Blankenberger stated that pre-service students are primarily concerned about getting a job and 
therefore whatever ASPA can say to help facilitate that would be beneficial. He stated that 
students are very busy and so it is a challenge to get them to attend events. He mentioned that 
being a passive member may be easier though would be less valuable for the students.  
 
Kirzinger stated that she believes ASPA does not do enough to reach out to passive members. 
For instance, there are organizations which do engage passive members often through means 
such as listservs. If were to enroll MPA students in this system then they could be part of the 
conversation. Case discussed listservs and their advantages such as the ability to engage 
members about job openings and provide consultation on projects to members who had 
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questions. Sims mentioned that there is no such listserv for ASPA. Goulet said that, at the least, 
ASPA could link electronic articles on the Facebook page.  
 
Blankenberger discussed looking at ways to use UIS funding to have online students become 
ASPA members. He stated that he would look into this but that he was not aware of the process 
and that UIS may not be able to pay for it. Case stated that GPSIs do have funds for professional 
development. Kirzinger stated that we have tried in the past to work with the GPSI office. 
Torres-Gonzalez remarked that some students are not aware of the fact that they can use their 
professional development funding on the ASPA membership fee.  
 
Lamar asked whether the Chapter has tried any GPSI alumni efforts and Kirzinger mentioned 
that we have received email lists of GPSI alumni in the past. Bland mentioned that engaging 
alums and asking them to speak to classes would help engage students. Kirzinger stated that 
profiling students on the Facebook page would be helpful as well as this would certain get 
students interested in participating. Sarver stated that it would be helpful for students to realize 
that MPA graduates may find degrees in healthcare.  
 
Sims mentioned that, although focusing on MPA grads is helpful, it is also useful to look at those 
individuals who do not have an MPA who work in public service. He said that for those that are 
in business administration programs, a government career will give them opportunities that will 
not find in the corporate world. Torres-Gonzales mentioned that this is worth pursuing due to 
the fact that there are many GPSI students who are not in public administration.  
 
Kirzinger mentioned that this meeting will be her last meeting before she moves to San 
Francisco. The council wished her well in the future.  

  
b. Owner’s Manual - Business tabled to the November 17th regular meeting.  

VI. New Business  

 a. April Social – Mackey - Business tabled to the November 17th regular meeting.  

 b. Nonprofit – February - Business tabled to the November 17th regular meeting.  

 c. Other events  

VII. Adjournment 

It was established that the next meeting will be held on October 20th at noon in the SSCRPC conference 
room.  


