
American Society for Public Administration 
Central Illinois Chapter 

Minutes of Meeting-  
July 21, 2015 

I. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at approximately 12:04 pm. 

II. Attendance 

Bland, Case, Gibson, Goulet, Kinsell, Mackey, Sarver, Sims, and Torres-Gonzalez were in attendance. 
Brief introductions were made by all present.  

III. Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting. 

Sims asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the June 19, 2015 regular meeting. Sarver moved to 
approve the minutes, Goulet seconded, and the minutes were approved. 

IV. Reports of Officers and Announcements 

a. President’s Report: Sarver 

b. Treasurer’s Report: George 

In George’s absence Sarver offered the treasurer’s report on her behalf. He noted that there were no 
transactions during June and July and that the balance is currently $736.  

c. Comments from Other Officers 

 d. Comments from PASA Representatives 

Kinsell stated that the board would be meeting later in the day and that they are in the process of 
looking for a speaker for the kickoff event to take place on August 25th. Goulet offered to contact Hon. 
Karen Hasara about getting in touch with Gov. Edgar.  

Kinsell also stated that the board is working to put together a schedule for the semester and that he is 
interested in looking into potential military collaboration. Goulet noted that there are funds remaining 
in the nonprofit account which may be used to bring nonprofits in to speak with students. She expressed 
a desire to have the speaker ready for the August 25th event by the next ASPA meeting. 

 e. Other Announcements  

Gibson announced that she closes on her house on the 31st. The Council congratulated her on this 
achievement. 

Sims stated that the Council has not received any feedback on the “owner’s manual” thus far. This was 
discussed at the last meeting and included language clarifying the roles of Council officers as well as 
information pertinent to all Council members. Sarver stated that this item would be discussed at the 
next meeting. 
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V. Old Business  

a. Follow up on IRS filings 

Sarver commented that he would contact George when she returns and follow up with Concepción 
Morris, Chapter Section Coordinator at ASPA national. George is to file the financial report with ASPA 
national. At that point, ASPA will begin working on the second 990. When this is completed, a report 
may be filed with the Attorney General’s office.  

b. Follow up on mailing address  

Goulet stated that she will ask Gail at UIS to use the PAC address as the ASPA mailing address.  

c. Review of other ASPA Chapter activities  

VI. New Business  

a. Calendar of Events  

Sarver discussed the calendar of events which had been circulated to the council prior to the meeting. 
He asked the council if there were any other dates which should be put on the calendar. Goulet 
mentioned the August 25th PASA semester kickoff.  

i. Railsplitter event   

Mackey discussed Public Service Recognition Week which runs May 1st thru May 7th, 2016. 
Case mentioned that the railsplitter event has historically conflicted with the schedule of 
MPA students due to the event falling on the same day as the on-ground capstone course. 
After some discussion, it was decided that the railsplitter event would be held on Tuesday, 
May 3rd. Sarver mentioned that it would be good to look at different possible venues this 
year such as Arlington’s. Sims asked what the cost would be to hold the event at the PAC 
restaurant.  

Bland asked the council if it would be possible to combine the PASA event with the 
railsplitter event. Kinsell mentioned that it would be nice to combine the two events if 
possible. Bland stated that he would discuss with the PASA board later today and then come 
back and report to the council on this.  

ii. April Social 

Mackey suggested that the Happy Hour event should be held on Thursday, April 7th. Goulet 
volunteered to look into Arlington’s for this event. 

iii. Nonprofit event 

The council discussed the timing for the event and the importance of not grouping events 
too closely together. It was decided that the nonprofit event should be held in February. 
Funding for the event would come from the nonprofit account at UIS. Mackey stated that 
this event would be scheduled for the beginning of February. 

iv. Midwest Public Affairs Conference (MPAC) 
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Bland stated that the conference this year will be held in June (exact dates TBD) at Ohio 
State University. 

v. October networking event /Alumni in Government 

Goulet suggested that the council should engage Ryan Croke, Associate Chancellor for Public 
Affairs at UIS. Gibson stressed the importance of reaching out to working professionals. If 
these individuals got involved there would be potentially greater revenue to hold more 
events. Sarver suggested that the event should be held in September or October. Goulet will 
meet with Ryan Croke. 

Sims stated that a simulation pertaining to a public affairs problem such a natural disaster or 
the events in Ferguson, MO may draw interest in a way that a traditional program may not. 
He noted that such an approach may potentially draw coverage from the press. Sarver 
mentioned that a natural disaster would be a good idea given how often they are in the 
news lately. Goulet offered that, if a simulation were to be staged, it would be good to use a 
case where nonprofits play a role (e.g., victim advocacy, homeless shelters). Saver indicated 
that he will take the lead on this event.  

b. Operating paper discussion  

Sarver asked the council if there were any concerns about the operating paper discussion. There were 
none.  

c. Meeting with UIS Public Administration Department Chair  

Sarver indicated that the next steps are to meet with the Chair. Kinsell mentioned that the Chair should 
be made aware of the kickoff event. 

VII. Adjournment 

It was established that the next meeting will be held on August 18th at noon in the SSCRPC conference 
room.  

Case called for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mackey moved to adjourn the meeting and Case 
seconded the motion. There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at approximately 
1:05pm.  


